
Autumn 
Term  

 Match, sort and compare amounts using a variety of re-
sources.  

 Compare size, mass and capacity. 

 Explore pattern using everyday objects. 

 Represent and compare of numbers 1,2 and 3.  

 Explore different ways we can make numbers. (Composition of  
number.) 

 Explore 2D shapes: Circle, triangle and shapes with 4 sides.  

 Use positional language: over, under, above, below, top, 
bottom, side, on, in, in front, behind, front, back, inside, out-
side.  

 Represent numbers to 5.  

 Say one more and one less than a given amount. 

 Explore time. 
 
 

 Understand vocabulary of time e.g. day, night, Monday, last week, 
next week, weekend, last year, next year, a long time ago, last 
month. 

 Consider change and the passage of time in relation to themselves, 
others, families, communities, cultures and traditions.  

 Relate own personal timeline to the routines in the reception 

classroom and to events in own life, e.g. birthdays, family celebra-
tions, starting school, summer holidays. 

 Sequence and order events in own lives. 

 Talk about where they live and their own family traditions. 

 Begin to gain an awareness of the cultures and beliefs of others 

within the community. 

 Observe, describe, discuss and draw simple features and charac-
teristics of human beings.  

 Observe, examine and draw objects and living things to find out 

more about them. 

 Observe, discuss and record  seasonal weather change (autumn/
winter)  and changes in the environment and the effects. 

 Use a range of tools safely and purposefully across both in-
doors and outdoors.  

 Think about what they want to make, the processes that may 
be involved and the materials and resources that they might 
need. 

 Join materials through the use of a range of resources.  

 Re-tell known stories using props and open ended resources in 
role play, small world and when talking to others.  

 Use music and story to sequence simple movements e.g. hop, 
skip, forward jump, wide/narrow shape, memorise and repeat 
movements. 

 Play rhythm games, e.g. tapping out the syllables of children’s 
names, song lyrics.  

 Explore instruments and vocal sounds. 

 Listen and respond to music e.g. move to and talk about music, 
expressing feelings and responses.  

 Sing in a group and on their own. 
 
 
 
 

 Talk with increasing confidence for a range of purposes. 

 Use sustained listening skills using agreed listening rules. 

 Listen to and follow instructions confidently. 

 Ask simple questions. 

 Understand the routines and expectations of Reception.  

 Learn and practice the techniques of mindfulness to support 
the regulation of emotion and build emotional resilience.  

 Understand how it feels to belong and know that we are all 
different but the same in some ways. 

 Celebrate personal, cultural and religious differences.  

 Work as part of a group, understanding the need to work 
together respecting their own and others feelings and needs.  

 Develop social skills including sharing, taking turns, joining 
others in their play and inviting others to join theirs.  

 Explore feelings and learn ways to identify and label these 
feelings. 

 Express their needs and feelings in appropriate ways and be 
sensitive to how others express their needs and feelings. 

 Talk about what makes a kind friend.  

 Explore speed, distance, direction and height. 

 Experience movements relating to speed (crawl slowly, hop quickly) and force 

(tiptoe, plod). 

 Develop co-ordination and control using different footwork e.g. sidestep, 

gallop, hop, skip. 

 Maintain balance on one leg or when jumping and landing. Maintain balance in 

a seated position.  

 Use increasing control over an object by touching, pushing, patting, throwing, 

catching or kicking it. 

 Know how to use, store and transport a range of equipment safely. 

 Manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect e.g. using tools for threading, 

scissor use, pegs, puzzles, page turning,  mark making, using a knife and fork. 

 Be able to dress and control fastenings  such as zips and buttons.  

 Retell stories, rhymes and poems. 

 Talk about texts confidently, expressing personal opinions 
in relation to growing knowledge of books, e.g. characters, 
sequence, illustrations, author. 

 Demonstrate reading left to right, top to bottom. 

 Identify, hear and say initial, medial and final sounds in 
words. 

 Know and use with increased frequency letter sounds. 

 Blend phonemes to read and segment to spell. 

 Use writing/mark making to communicate thinking in rela-
tion to thoughts, ideas, experiences, discussions, question-
ing, prediction and explanation. 

 Attempt to spell words phonetically . 

Reception Curriculum Overview  

Mathematics Personal, Social & Emotional Development Understanding the World 

Communication & Language 

Literacy 
Physical Development  

Expressive Arts & Design  


