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Welcome to Burman Nursery and Infant School
Welcome to Burman Nursery and
Infant School.

child

will

We hope that your

enjoy

their

time

at

Burman and we look forward to a
long and happy partnership with
you.
Burman is a warm, friendly school
where

we

welcome

parents

to

come and talk to us about their
children.

At Burman, we aim to meet the
needs of all children by providing a
broad

range

of

opportunities.

experiences

and

The education we

provide will equip them with the
skills, knowledge and attitudes to
prepare them for their future lives.
We

work

Infant

very hard

School,

Governors

to

with

at

Burman

parents

provide

a

and

secure

stimulating and caring environment
for the children.
We look forward to developing our
partnership with you.
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The Aims of Burman Nursery and Infant School

o

To provide a secure and caring environment in which children achieve their
potential in all areas of the curriculum and in their personal development

o

To provide a wide variety of experiences suited to the age and developmental
needs of the children and in line with National Curriculum requirements and the
National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies and Targets

o

To assess children, record their progress and report to Parents in a direct jargon
free way

o

To encourage and develop parental interest and involvement in school life and
work in partnership with them

o

To encourage enquiry and enthusiasm and develop good learning habits which
will last the children throughout their lives

o

To encourage children to become independent and confident members of their
class, school and local community

o

To help children to develop self-discipline, self-respect and to encourage in them
courtesy and respect for other people and the environment

o

To help children to develop a reasoned set of personal attitudes, values and
beliefs, an understanding of their world, and a respect for the religious and
moral beliefs and values of others
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School Details
Burman Nursery and Infant School provides early years education for
children from 3 – 7 years within the Solihull Education Authority.
The school address is:-

BURMAN INFANT SCHOOL
Velsheda Road
Shirley
Solihull
West Midlands
B90 2JW
Telephone No: 0121 744 1843

Website: www.burmaninfantschool.co.uk

The Nursery has 60 places (30 morning/30 afternoon).

All other year

groups have a two form entry (2 classes of 30 children in each year
group). The year groups are organised in two key stages as below:
Nursery Year (AM or PM)

Foundation One

Reception Year (Class 1 and Class 2)

Foundation Two

Year One (Class 3 and Class 4)

Key Stage One

Year Two (Class 5 and Class 6)

Key Stage One

Staff plan together the teaching activities and experiences for the
children within the requirements of the National Curriculum. Each year
group works strongly as a team and whole school planning ensures
continuity and progression. The children experience a range of teaching
strategies to best meet the needs of the children and the subject being
taught.
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English
At Burman we believe that one of our most important tasks is to equip
children with the skills to be good communicators.

We aim to do this

through teaching them to speak, listen, read and write with skill and

independence. Language is incorporated into all areas of the curriculum
and is a key aspect of all children’s learning and development.

Speaking and Listening
Language is a vital part of learning and spoken language in particular has
a key role in children’s learning. We provide many varied opportunities
within our teaching and learning to encourage children’s language
development, such as through drama and role play, problem solving
activities, class discussions and visits.

Within school our children use

speaking and listening to share ideas, speculate, make decisions, solve
problems, enjoy listening to music or poetry and to reflect upon different
ideas.

At Burman we value the importance of children being able to

develop good social relationships and this depends on them being able to
speak and listen effectively.

It is very important that children at an

early stage learn to express themselves and can communicate their ideas,
feelings and knowledge with increasing confidence.

Phonics
Through the process of teaching phonics at Burman, children learn to;
recognise individual letter sounds (phonemes), identify sounds that
combinations of letters make (also phonemes!) and then to blend these
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sounds together from left to right to make a work.

They then use this

knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they experience.
Here ‘Phonics’ is delivered in partnership with other teaching methods
and reading experiences, to support our children in their development of
all the other vital reading skills and to help a real love of reading to
grow!

Reading
The skill and enjoyment of reading benefits children
greatly throughout their lives. It is therefore important
that children acquire the basic skills that will enable
them to become confident and fluent readers that
engage with enjoyment.
Reading is an integral part of all learning that takes
place at Burman every day.

Children are involved in

reading for many different purposes such as; following
written instructions, gathering information and for
interest and enjoyment, whilst developing and extending
their vocabulary, skills and confidence. They are exposed
to a wide range of texts from different cultures and
genres including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.
arrangement

of

reading

books

complies

National Reading Book Band levels.

with

Our
the

The structure is

based on careful research into the kinds of words used in
each book, linking directly with phonetical knowledge
and understanding.

Each ‘band’ is represented by a

colour and supports the development of progressive
reading strategies and subsequently promotes reading
for enjoyment.
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Writing
Throughout our curriculum at Burman we provide opportunities and
experiences that will interest and stimulate children and give them
different purposes for which they need to write.

We value children’s

early attempts at writing and work to develop their ability to express
themselves through the written word. It is important that children learn
to write in different ways such as; in recording factual information,
writing letters or invitations and writing stories for pleasure. We aim to
gradually develop children’s ability to spell a variety of words and teach
them how to use dictionaries to enable them to look up more difficult
words.
Handwriting skills are taught from an early stage and children are
encouraged to write letters based on a cursive script, enabling them to
join letters naturally as they progress further throughout the school.
Children are encouraged to ensure their writing is legible and to take
pride in the presentation of their written work.

Mathematics
The introduction of a new National Curriculum, has greatly influenced
the way we plan and deliver the Mathematics at Burman.
The New Mathematics Curriculum places greater emphasis on becoming
secure in grasping key concepts and our teaching aims to equip children
with the necessary skills to develop into competent mathematicians. We
plan activities to enable children to develop fluency and reasoning skills
which lead them to be able to solve problems confidently.
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For Mathematics lessons, children are kept in their class groups in the
Foundation Stage and in Year 1. In Year 2 they are grouped according
to their ability.

More able children will be challenged to develop more

in-depth learning of the key skills in Mathematics, whilst children for
whom mathematics is more difficult can receive the support they need,
often with an extra member of staff.
All staff use a variety of resources to support the teaching of the
Mathematics with a range of strategies including ICT.

We have

purchased the ‘Abacus’ Mathematics scheme to help support planning
and teaching of the new curriculum.

Using this and a range of other

resources, each new skill is taught in a concrete/physical way first,
enabling children to grasp the concept firmly. We encourage children to
represent their Mathematic pictorially, with emphasis on jotting and
correct formation of digits. More formal ways of recording Mathematics
using signs and symbols are introduced at a pace appropriate for the
needs of each child.
ICT forms a great part of what we do in Mathematics, from using
concrete

visual

representations

on

the

class

whiteboard

to

using

games/activities in ICT lessons to support children’s learning.
The Mathematic games library operates throughout the school from
Reception to Year 2 and is in addition to any homework activities that
are prescribed from time to time. Homework tasks are set every week in
Year 2 and reflect the topics and learning objectives that have been
covered during the week.
In Year 2 children also have the opportunity to access Mathematic
activities at home via the online Abacus Portal allowing them to practise
and extend their skills e.g. in learning number bonds, times tables and
calculation strategies.
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Science

Our aim in Science is to inspire children’s natural curiosity in the world
around them. Our Curriculum revolves around investigations, giving
children the opportunity to make their own scientific discoveries. In
Nursery and Reception this is threaded through the overall theme of each
half term e.g. in the Traditional Tales topic, children investigate which
material would be most effective for the Three Little Pigs’ house. In KS1
children begin the year with an entire half term dedicated to exciting
practical

experiments,

using

awe

and

wonder

to

build

children’s

engagement in Science. We have lovely grounds at Burman, which our
children use to experience the Science curriculum first hand, learning
about materials, plants, weather, animals and their habitats. Children in
KS1 also conduct fieldwork about our local environment, monitoring an
outdoor area at different points throughout the year. We

have an Eco

Committee that lead us in making a positive impact on our environment
by promoting recycling, low energy consumption and healthy living
throughout school.
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Design Technology
Our children live in an increasingly technological world. Through Design
Technology they have the opportunity to work with a wide range of
materials and equipment.

In Foundation Key Stage children are

encouraged to explore materials and ideas, and begin to learn how to use
these appropriately and safely.

By Key Stage 1 they are introduced to

the complete design process, from identifying a need, to producing a
final outcome and evaluating its suitability for the purpose. Some of the
projects include making a fruit salad, creating a puppet and designing
and making a wheeled vehicle

Information Computing Technology
We aim to develop each child’s ICT capabilities to support and enhance
their learning across other areas of the curriculum. They develop general
skills of word processing, information/data handling programming,
research and communication. We follow local Authority policies for safe
use of the internet and raise awareness through special days and
assessments.
We have a computer suite which is used by the children from Reception
to Year 2.

This is upgraded on a rolling programme.

We have

interactive whiteboards in each classroom and the hall to enable ICT to
support learning where appropriate. The children also use a host of ICT
equipment in their learning across the curriculum.

Page | 9

Humanities (Geography and History)
Humanities at Burman enables the children to investigate their local
community, country and other parts of the world.

We undertake local

walks and educational visits enabling the children to have ‘hands on’
experiences.
Children also access information about a topic through the use of ICT.
Humanities provides many cross curricular opportunities and is a very
important part of our curriculum.
Educational visits are organised for each year group to enhance and support the
school curriculum. Parents are given plenty of notice and may be requested to
make a voluntary contribution.

Educational Visits

Year 2 Black Country Museum visit
Nursery/Reception Ash End House Farm Visit

Year 1 Botanical Gardens Visit
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Music
At Burman we aim to give the children, rich
and varied musical experiences as both listeners
and performers.

Singing and the making of

music is an integral feature of everyday school
life and is enjoyed by staff and children alike.
All Year 2 children are given the opportunity to
learn to play the recorder and the chance to
take part in the residential Dunfield House
course.

Physical Education
Children engage in various physical activities where they can develop
co-ordination, agility and confidence. Activities include dance these are
taught using a variety of approaches including Top Dance cards and
music DVDs and support from Miss Laura our dance teacher.

Gym is

taught using large and small apparatus using the Val Sabin gym
programme and multi-skills programme.
Games are usually planned for the Summer Term so children and staff
can use our playing fields to play team games, using bats, balls, ropes,
hoops etc to build on developing races for Sports Day activities.
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Sport and Sporting Aims
We have after school football and dance clubs for Year 1 and Year 2.
The outdoor environment for both Key Stages has been extended offering
a wide variety of physical activities.
We aim to promote an awareness of the importance of a healthy and
active life.

We have a health and sports week in the Spring Term.

We

have hall and field facilities that allow us all year round sporting
activities.

We participate in ‘Walk to School’ events and have a cycle

shelter to reduce car use and parking issues.

Creative Art

We place great emphasis on children’s art and design activities.

We

provide the opportunity for children to work creatively with a wide
variety of materials and develop a range of techniques. Children also look
at and experiment with techniques of many artists gaining many new
skills.
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Religious Education
In Religious Education the children have opportunities to learn about and
share knowledge of their own faith and to experience elements of the
faiths of others.

We also encourage the children to learn from their

knowledge and relate it to their own personal experience, as they develop
spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness.
They are taught to appreciate the beauty of the Natural World, to work
together, to value everyone, to develop self-esteem and to be reflective of
their own and others experiences and religions.

The spiritual, moral,

social and cultural developments are not seen as the sole reserve of
Religious Education but are reflected through all areas of the curriculum
and our school life at Burman.

Collective Worship
We hold regular collective worship, a weekly ‘Golden Assembly’ to
celebrate good work, behaviour and attitudes and a weekly singing
practice when the children are taught new songs and their meanings.
Worship is planned around a weekly theme, which is displayed together
with any posters, artefacts and songs to support the theme. The social,
moral, spiritual and cultural content actively supports and develops the
R.E. content as we seek to develop in the children an awareness for their
own and others beliefs, customs, religious and cultures.

We also aim to

prepare our children to respect others and actively contribute to wider
society and life in modern Britain.
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Members of the local community are invited to share with us as guest speakers,
or as part of an audience to support the children’s performance skills and are
actively encouraged to see and celebrate the school in progress.

Parents and carers have a statutory right to withdraw their children from any
religious instruction or worship and alternative arrangements will be made in
such cases.

Special Educational Needs
Our

aim

is

to

help

each

child

develop

fully,

both

socially

and

intellectually, at the same time recognising that some children will
experience difficulties in one or more areas of the curriculum during their
school life.

We try to identify these needs as early as possible whilst

informing parents of our concerns.

Most difficulties will be catered for

within the child’s year or class group and may be simply due to a lack of
maturity.
If the concerns persist, it may be necessary to devise an Individual
Educational Plan (IEP) for a child, which is reviewed with the child’s
parents and teachers on a regular basis.
include behavioural targets for

There might be a need to

a child who has social and emotional

difficulties. Extra support will be given in school if appropriate, using the
resources that we have available.
Frequent monitoring takes place and parents are fully consulted if a child is
considered for more formal external assessment. This might be a

referral for

a hearing assessment or vision check, or could involve the Educational Support
Service who regularly liaise with our school. Any assessments or observations by
outside agencies are conducted with parental permission.

We have a very good relationship with our school nurse who visits Burman to
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discuss any general problems such as bed-wetting or eating disorders with
parents who have made an appointment at school.

The Special Educational Co-ordinator or SENCO is responsible for collating all
Policies and documentation relating to Special Educational Needs and

reports

to the Governors annually. The SENCO attends termly courses run by the LEA
and informs staff of local or national initiatives at regular staff meetings.

Recording and Reporting to Parents
We believe in developing a close relationship with parents, working together to
benefit the children. We operate an ‘open door’ policy where communication is
key.

Staff maintain on-going records of children’s progress in all subjects.

These

inform discussions with parents at parents consultation evenings. Records and
evaluation also inform future planning for groups and individuals.

Reports are produced annually and sent to parents in the Summer Term. The
Reception and Year 2 children’s reports also contain their end of key stage
results

Personal and Social Development
The children have opportunities throughout school to develop personal and
social skills to prepare them for their future lives. They discuss social situations
and scenarios to provide them with appropriate strategies to use in the
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playground and beyond.

Playground mediators enjoy the responsibility of

encouraging happy playtimes.

We have school and class councils to seek the

views of children and ensure they play a part in school development

Care and Discipline
Burman has a caring but purposeful ethos, where children are encouraged to
try their best and learn to respect the thoughts and feelings of others.

We

believe that high standards of behaviour help the children to develop positive
attitudes towards their school and community.

Good behaviour is encouraged

through praise and a range of rewards consistently supported throughout the
school.

The children have opportunities to take responsibility and enjoy being

helpers around school.

Child Safety
The staff and Governors of the school believe that the children’s safety is
paramount.

Every care is taken to maintain the safety of our site and the

activities within it.

We are bound by the Solihull Child Protection Policy and

therefore are obliged to report any incident of unexplained injury or general
concerns (whether in or outside school hours)
Supervision—To keep them safe, children must never enter the playground
unsupervised or be left there on their own.
classrooms before the teacher is there.

No children are allowed into the

In the interests of Health and Safety,

dogs are not allowed into the school grounds (with the exception of guide dogs
for the blind).
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Medicines in School
ASTHMA

-

Please complete a form at the school office if your child needs to

bring an inhaler into school and

inform your child’s class teacher.

In line with

medical advice, inhalers are kept in class - available at all time.
ALLERGIES

-

Please inform school of any medical

conditions or allergies your

child has and the appropriate treatment.
ILLNESS
If your child is ill:
 Please

contact

school

on

the

first

day

before

10.00am

(if

possible)

0121 744 1843
 On your child’s return to school, please bring a letter of explanation for our

records
SICKNESS
Following any sickness, please keep children at home for 24 hours to minimise the
risk of infection to other children.
This guidance is extended to 48 hours in extreme or prevalent cases to prevent
reinfection in line with advice from our school nurse
Contact Numbers
We regularly ask for updates of telephone numbers where we can contact
someone in an emergency or if your child is ill.

Please help us by informing us

immediately if:
 You move house
 Change jobs
 Have a new mobile/change numbers
 Want to alter your list of contacts

In an emergency we will do our very best to contact you but if this is not possible
we will act in the very best interests of your child at all times.
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Cars and Car Parking
Burman is situated in a small cul-de-sac and in common with many schools,
parking at school times is difficult. Please consider the children’s safety, other
road users and the school’s neighbours by never:
 Parking or turning by the school gates
 Parking inside the school staff car park (for however short a time)
 Parking across our neighbour’s drives

This situation can be improved by sharing lifts, walking to school (cycling or
scooting too!) parking in the ‘Colebrook Pub’ car park and walking down (We
have an agreement with the manager).
Bicycles and scooters are very popular ways to travel to school, especially in the
Summer.

They must be left in the cycle park and not ridden around the

playground as this causes a hazard to others

Parent/Grandparent Helpers
We work very closely with parents and grandparents
involvement in school.

and value their

Many parents volunteer to help in school and enjoy

supporting in the classroom, hearing readers, sewing, cooking, helping with ICT
or administrative tasks.
benefits the children.

Their help is appreciated by all staff and greatly

We welcome parents, grandparents and others into our

school community (All volunteer helpers are subject to a routine police check)

Page | 18

Burman Uniform
The wearing of school uniform is preferred but not compulsory.

BOYS
Grey trousers
Red Jumper
Or Red Burman Sweatshirt
Red or White Poloshirt
Grey or black socks
Showerproof Fleece
Baseball Cap
P.E. shorts (Red)
P.E t-shirt (White)
GIRLS
Grey Skirt or pinafore dress
Red cardigan or
Red Burman sweatshirt
Red or white poloshirt
Grey or white socks
Red and white dress
Showerproof Fleece
Baseball caps
P.E. shorts (red)
P.E t-shirt white
Items of uniform listed above may be purchased at most chain stores. Burman
Logo Sweatshirts, Poloshirts, Showerproof/Fleece coats, cardigans are available
through school or Marks & Spencers Website (mandsyourschooluniform.com)
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P.E. Kit
Children are encouraged to change for P.E. Much assistance is given by teachers
in the early stages, but if children come to school trained to dress themselves, it
is a great asset. Children must not wear any type of jewellery in P.E.
For P.E. activities boys and girls need a white T-shirt and red shorts to change
into. All children should have a pair of black pumps either gusset type, or with
laces replaced with knotted elastic named and in a pump bag. These should be
kept at school as they are used daily.
In Gymnastics and Dance Lessons children will work with bare feet in the
interests of developing quality in movement and actions.

Marking of Clothes
Please mark children’s names in ALL of their clothing and footwear.

We will

try to find lost items that are named but it is an almost impossible task if they
are not.
Please do not allow children to wear jewellery or bring valuables to school.

Burman Parent Teacher Association
There is a flourishing Parents Association which organises events to raise much
valued funds for the school. Many parents enjoy taking part getting to know
other parents and helping to provide for the school too. Membership is open to
all parents.
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Access to School Information
Various school documents are available on request to the Headteacher.
Parents may also have access to their child’s school records.

Complaints Procedure
We have an ‘open door’ policy and welcome discussions with parents
concerning their individual child or general school life.
There is a specific procedure adopted for more formal complaints.
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